SO                                  THEMEDICI

Donatello proceeding to Rome13 to study such remains of
the classic sculpture as were to be found there, though these
were at that time extremely few,11 the Popes not having
begun to collect such things, and all the treasures now to
be seen in the sculpture galleiies of the Vatican and the
Capitol then lying buried under the ruins of the devastated
city.

The chief events during the first live yeais after Cosimo
became head of the family were the great change which at
this time came over the long struggle between France and
England (known as the 'Tlundred Years' War"), and the
assembly of the Council of Bale, the third of the attempts
of the fifteenth century to reform the Church. Also, on a
smaller stage, Florence's two wars, against Lucca and against
Milan.

Regaiding the first of the above events, it has been noted
how in 1428 the English, then masters of all northern France,
advanced southwards and laid siege to Orleans. Then came
Joan of Arc, and in three years (1428-1431) changed the
whole aspect of affairs in France. The details of her career,
ending in a death which was to the lasting disgrace of both
English and French, are well known. The English power in
France never recovered the blow dealt it by her victories,
and from this time forth the English were steadily diiven
backwards.

In 1431, the same year that Joan of Arc was burnt at
Rouen, the Council of Bale was assembled. In that year
Martin V, the Pope who had been elected at the Council
of Constance, died. He had revived the autocratic view of
the Papacy which had been maintained by the Popes of the
thirteenth century, had ruled that archbishops and bishops
are merely the delegates of the Pope, and had endeavoured
to prevent all further assembling of councils to reform the
Church by ruling that Popes were superior to councils. It
was a strange outcome of the work of such a Council as that